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RiverBend is regionally important.   Site to be part of city branding - active, authentic and 
thriving.  This project should relate to and complement downtown.  Exercise patience to 
see the right development occur here.  Growth of Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus is 
important --  life sciences is a solid  growth industry for Buffalo region.  

 

High quality civic realm needed to brand location.  Character of open spaces and 
RiverBend Drive is important.  Larkin District offers precedent 

 

This site could be key to  

 

Create village- like setting with mixed use development.   

 

Public access to river. Restore  site ecology.  

 

Infiltrate stormwater. 

 

Location and design of site drive to conform to Southtowns Connector EIS.   

 

Incentives are needed.  
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PROPOSED ROAD IMPROVEMENTS RIVERBEND DRIVE  AND HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS 
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Å Buffalo River BOA 

Å Buffalo Harbor BOA 

Å South Buffalo BOA 

Å Tonawanda Corridor BOA 

Å Proposed East Delavan-Grider BOA 

 

 

 

  

.ǳŦŦŀƭƻΩǎ Designated Brownfield 
Opportunity Areas 

 

 

PROPOSED EAST 
DELAVAN-GRIDER 

TONAWANDA 
CORRIDOR 

BUFFALO  
HARBOR 

BUFFALO RIVER 
Residential 

Economic Redevelopment Areas 

Designated BOA 
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SOUTH BUFFALO BROWNFIELD 
OPPORTUNITY AREA NOMINATION 
DOCUMENT 

 

Proposed Future Land Uses 
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REGIONAL LANDSCAPE ECOLOGICAL 
CORRIDORS AND CONNECTIONS 

 
Å Oak Orchard and Tonawanda Wildlife 

Management Areas 

Å State waterfowl area 

 

Å Buckhorn Island Bird Conservation 
Area 

Å One of the last remaining marshes 
along Niagara River 

 

Å Tifft Nature Preserve 

Å Audubon Important Bird Area 

Å Largest remnant wetland in Erie 
County 

 

 

TIFFT NATURE 
PRESERVE 

OAK ORCHARD & 
TONAWANDA WILDLIFE 
MANAGEMENT AREAS 

BUCKHORN ISLAND BIRD 
CONSERVATION AREA 

Wetland/Marsh Connections 

Forested Canopy Connections 

Niagara River Corridor 
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Goals: 

ÅHabitat restoration project for 2,800 linear feet 
of Buffalo River riparian zone 

ÅIntegrate RiverBend riparian zone restoration 
project with parallel efforts at the site 

ÅImplement RiverBend project ς a pilot project 
for major restoration work in Buffalo River 

ÅEvaluate and monitor project for 2 years  

 
 
 

 

  

RESTORING HABITAT 

US Army Corp of Engineers will dredge 
contaminated sediment from areas of 
authorized Buffalo Harbor Federal navigation 
channels in 2011.  

CLEANING THE RIVER 
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REVEALING AND EXPANDING 

THE OLMSTED SYSTEM 
 

 
2008 The Buffalo Olmsted Park System: 

Plan for the 21st Century 

 

1. Promotes ecological diversity,  

2. Expands system to connect with Niagara 
River Greenway 

3. Focuses on green street connections 
including South Park Avenue, Tifft Street, 
and South System Connector 

4. Early investments have been made in South 
Park and Cazenovia Park (closest in vicinity 
to Riverbend) 

 

 

 

  



TRAILS      FUTURE  TRAIL SYSTEMS 
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1.MULTI ςUSE  TRAIL ALONG LAKE ERIE 

2.TIFFT NATURE PERSERVE TRAIL NETWORK 

3.BUFFALO RIVER URBAN CANOE TRAIL 

4.BUFFALO NIAGARA GREENWAY TRAIL 

 

 

 

  

1 
 

2 
 

4 
 

C
O

N
T

E
X

T 



Regional growth 
opportunities 

High-tech 
Manufacturing  

Basic and 
Applied 
Research  

Alternative 
Energy  

Call Centers 
and Back 

Office Support 
Services  

Logistics and 
distribution 
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    Proximity to $337 Billion Toronto Economy 

Å  Logistics and distribution 
Å  Support office space 

C
O

N
T

E
X

T 



Characteristics of Fast-growing 
Companies 

ÅTypical gazelle firm has 
20%+ sales growth annually 
and is a huge job creator 

ÅMany are in manufacturing, 
few are in services 

ÅMany are in flat markets or 
slow-growing industries 
 

Emerging Companies and 
RiverBend Prototyping  

Global Presence 

MARKET POTENTIAL: MEDIUM TERM  STRENGTH 
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Proximity to Lakeside Commerce Park  

 

Å Three principal companies: 

 

ÅSonwil 

ÅCertainTeed 

ÅCobey 

 

Å Only one parcel larger than 15 acres 
remains 
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Current rents cannot support new industrial construction 

Source: CoStar Accessed 1/7/11 (rents) 

Deficit: $3 

Current Industrial 
Rent: $4.40 

Rent to cover  new industrial 
construction: $7.40   

Assumptions: Warehouse Construction Cost PSF: $85 (RS Means, 2010, conversations with industry experts ) , Cap Rate: 8.7% (National Industrial Rate, 
Korpacz Survey, 2010)  
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Commercial  office is concentrated in the CBD and Suburbs 

 

 

Buffalo 
CBD  

13.8 Mil 

South 
Buffalo   
2.2 Mil 

East 
Buffalo   
6.8 Mil 

Greater 
Buffalo  
3.7 Mil 

Source: CoStar Accessed 1/7/11 
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Catalyzing Development in Buffalo 

ωWaterfront 

ωTransportation accessibility 

ωLocation and Scale  

Leveraging assets: 

ωGreen infrastructure 

ωEnergy efficiency 

Promoting sustainable development 

ωFirst moves 

ωPublic-private collaboration 

Strategic investment 



 
Å Unique location  river and proximity to downtown 

Å Approximately 200 developable acres 

Å  

Å Access to four class 1 rail lines 

Å Important contributor to urban ecology 
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GREEN STRATEGIES 

Å Redevelop brownfield ï attract 
investment, jobs and residential 
population to an abandoned industrial 
zone near cityôs core 

Å Manage stormwater without discharge to 
municipal system 

Å Manage storwmater to support creation 
of a health site ecology 

Å Riverway landscape design to enhance 
river quality 

Å Site landscape strategy to support 
creation of a healthy site ecology and 
promote health of regionôs ecological 
objectives 

Å Alternative energy ï on-site wind energy 
generation 

Å Alternative energy ï electric vehicle 
station infrastructure 

Å Reduced energy demand ï building 
design standards 

Å Reduced energy demand/pollution ï 
enhanced public transportation to serve 
the site 
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GREEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

DESIGNED TO  CAPTURE 
ALL RUNOFF FROM THE 

SITE 

LANDSCAPE AND STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 

Green Infrastructure 
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RIPARIAN  
FOREST 

MESIC  
FOREST 

GRASSLAND 

MARSH 

MARSH 

SHORELINE 
RESTORATION 
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RIPARIAN  
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN 
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN 

Greenway Plan 

Trails and Access 

Wood frog 

Hermit thrush 
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN 

Greenway Plan 

Urban Ecology 

Trails and Access 

Red bellied wood pecker 

Photo: Flickr user 
Gilles Gonthier 

Syrphid  fly 
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN 

Greenway Plan 

Urban Ecology 

Stormwater Management 

Trails and Access 


